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ion that they will succeed unless they place some of the great nobles at their head. In this case they will be sold, such is the corruption of morals among the descendants of the brave and most honorable cavaliers in the midst of a nation honest and loyal."
Morris spent the autumn and part of the summer in the northern woods. Indeed, the winter of 1809 was well advanced before he reached home. Early in January, while at Schenectady, a very alarming illness overtook him, which threatened fatal consequences. " I am prepared to set off after breakfast," he says, January 23d, "but am arrested by some alarming symptoms ; send for a physician, and make my will."1 By the 9th of February, however, he was able to get to Albany, where, he says, "it is very cold. When I began to write, though sitting before a good fire, the ink froze so in my pen that I could scarcely get along. The thermometer was, I am told in the morning, ten below naught" On his arrival at home Morris found some views made of his house by the pencil of his friend Mrs. R. Macomb awaiting him ; it would seem, as a gentle reproof for leaving that beautiful home so long untenanted. His acknowledgment of the attention shows that his pen had not lost the art of delicate flattery nor of the gracefully turned phrase which had, in his younger days, so attracted the clever women of France.
"I did not, my dear madame," he wrote, "acknowledge your valuable present immediately, lest my expressions should have more warmth than consists with established forms; for it is not uncommon that, when one is at the same time under the influence of several feelings, the glowing color which some of them assume should diminish the appearance of others. You know so well the effect of light and shade that tp say more would be impertinent, VOL. II.^3 give it .as- my opin- we are soon tobe protected against the power of their sovereign is downright madness, and the attempt to frighten England by commercial sue- done for England, just now, would be to persuade Napoleon to incorporate the (late Austrian) Netherlands with the Kingdom of Holland. .                ......
